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One of the charming eccentricities of de Morgan was his habit of sticking letters 
from correspondents in the publications that they sent to him. Although most de 
Morgan scholars know this fact, the problem of finding these documents has been 
very difficult, since mention was made only on the appropriate cards (but which 
ones?) in the catalog of the University of London Library. 
Now, however, we have this important compilation, made by a member of the 
School of Library Archive and Information Studies at University College London, 
where the main collection of de Morgan’s correspondence is kept (in orthodox 
manner). Each letter is listed in detail, and the callmark of the publication in 
question is given. I spotted only one omission: a letter from Boole on the copy of 
his 1844 paper ‘On a general method in analysis’ (callmark L’[B.P. 21]), which has 
been published in [Smith 1982, 351. 
The list of correspondents is distinguished, coming from the communities of 
mathematicians, philosophers, and historians: it includes, for example, Airy (eight 
letters), Babbage (four), Boncompagni, Bowditch, Drobisch, Hamilton (nine), 
Jevons, Libri, Benjamin Peirce, and Whewell (three). There are also three letters 
from de Morgan, one to Herschel. In a very few cases, de Morgan was neither the 
sender nor the recipient: one is a letter from Wallace to Peacock, which has 
appeared in these pages [Panteki 19871. This printing is not listed on p. 28, since 
citations of publication of letters are not given. 
Of course, eminence of an author does not entail importance for his text; but 
the eminence of the recipient suggests that such may often be the case. The letter 
from Peirce, for example, is a beauty. In it, he introduces his son Charles, who is 
delivering to de Morgan copies of his monograph Linear Associative Algebra and 
his own major paper on the logic of relatives (both published in 1870). (I have 
transcribed this letter in [Grattan-Guinness, to appear].) Historians of de Morgan 
and his times should obtain this valuable pamphlet; it is available from the Univer- 
sity of London Library, Malet Street, London WClE 7HU. 
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